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'Ee family, caste, trib2 snd the market - these are the social inctititions that
havs besn considersd in the last two chapters, Theze inetitutions wers ss2a from
the point of view of therr rale in forming communsties. and sustaining socisty.

In thhe chapter we coas:deran egquslly impormant aspect of such matititions,

namely thetr relein cregtingand susisining patterns of inequslitvand exclusion:

For most of iz who ars Bord and hve in India, social insqualicy and exclusion
are facis of lifs. We se€ beggars in the streeiz and on railway platiorms, We ses

voung children Iabouring as domestic workers, construction helpers, cleansrs

and helpers in streetnide restaurants (dhabas) and ez-chops. We sre not

surprized atthesighi of sosal children, who work s= domezbic worlerz 1o maddle

class urban homes, casrying the'sthoeol bagsof sldsr children te'zzhoal. Itdass
aot immediately strike us 85 unjust that soms children ars denisd schobling.
Semsofus read about casiz discriminstion a.gaiﬂs! children in scheble; zom= of
us face it, Likswise, nsws reports about viclence sgainst women and pﬂgudme
agrnstminority groups and the diferently abled &re part of our sveryday lives.

This: everydaynessz of zomal mequslity and sxclusion often make them

appearmentabls, almost natural. [fwedo somenmezrscopmss thar inequabity

and exclusion are not inevtabls, wa often think of them as being ‘deserved’ or
Justified’ in some sense. Perhaps ahie poor and marginsliced are wheres they
ars becauss thay ars laclang inability, or haven 't tried hard enough to improve
ther situation? We thus tend & blame them for their own plight - —if enly they
worked harder or were mors intslligent, they wouldn't be where they ars.

A slgeer sxarmnation sl show that fesrwork harder thag thoss who sre locstad

at the lowsr ranlks of society. Av s South Amsrican proverd says— 1 hard labour

wers raallv.such a good thing, the rich would kesp it all for themzslves!™ All ows
the world, back-brealing work like stons breakmp, dipping, carrying heavy weights
pulling rici=haws or carts i= invariably-dons by the poor. And yst they rarely

amprove their ife chancas. How often do w= come acros=a poar consiruchion

worker who'rises t¢ become sven s petity constructicn contractor” It is only in
Blmz thats strest child may berdme'sn industrslist it Sven o fime it isiaften
zhown thai such s dramatic riss requnires illessi or unscrupulous msethods.

e

Im}h“r&nniu ‘of the richest ahd some of the poorest people In your
ﬂa Bourhood peaple that you or your family are acquainted with. (For
a‘ru:ve cl :fchha’.vpuler of #pﬁdﬂ m‘ a dtmﬁﬁv: worksr ;md a clnema hn‘ﬁ

in tha i utgn.qnagigm ﬂmy ﬁaiﬂﬂnn tfrﬁacﬁ-.*ﬂmuf :hu patson fiom the
tima thay get up to the tima they go tozlaep ona typical (o averaga) working
day Hasad onthese diaries try to amﬂrﬂmmﬂovﬂnﬂ questions and discuss
them with yaur classmates:
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> Howmany housa day do each of thess persanzapand stwork? What
kind of work do they do— in what waye &/thew werk fiing, sh
‘pleazant or unpleazani? What kinds of refationship doss It }nm:ﬂvg
‘with other people = do thay heve to take orderz give ordars, sask
‘cooperation, enferce disgipine. 7 Are they treatad with respect by
tha paopls they have to deal withintheir work: ar da they themasives
have toshow respact for others?

tmay be thal the poorest, and insoms casessven E‘mﬁn‘-l:ai peran you

know actusly has no real Tjob' oris currently ‘not warking . I Hislsso, do

. go-tﬂwadm'sd firicl olst abat thisit dhaily roufiie otiyway. Butin addition, Iy

to answe the following questions

> Whyithe peson unempleyed™® Has he/she bean looking for work?
\How Ehelshe supporling hersifiiimsalf? In what ways are thiey affectad
by the fact of nothaving any work? ks their lifestyle any differant from

[ | when they wers working?

-y

Activity 3.1 invites vou o rethink the widaly held commansense view that
hard work slons can improve an individusl’s lifs chancss, Itis true that hard
work matters, and 2o does individual abilny, 1f all other things were egual.
thers perzonal sffort, saleat and luck would surslyv account for sll the differences
betwess indimdusls, But, =% 18 slmost slways the cass: sl sther things srs
not egusl. It'is thess non-individus! or group ddfsrencss that sxplain secial
inequality and sxclusion,

5.1 Wiiat Is Sociar Aaaur"ﬁ@:l@(?
INEQUALTY AND EXCLUSION?

The gquestion being ssked in this ssctian has thres broad snswers which may
be stated brefly as follows. First =mocial mequality and sxclhusion ars social
kecauss they are not about indimduals but about groups. Second, they are
soctal i the sense that theyare nof sconomic, althoush thers 15 ususally =
strong link betweesn sscisl and eronomic insquality. Third thevare systematic
end stnictired —thers is a definies petierd to social inouslities. Thess thres
broad senzes of the “sokizl’will ke sxplored briefly below.

Social INEquaLlTY

in everyv society, some people have a greater shars of valusd recources —monay,
preperty, educatiaon, heslth, and powsr— than others. Thess social resaurces.
can be-dwided mte three forms ofcapital — céonomiic capiial in-the form of
maisrial aszsts and incoms; culiprul capital such a= sducations] quslifications
end statue; End sociol capilol in the form of networks of contacts'and secial 71
aseociations (Bourdisu: 1986). Often, thees thres forms of capital overlap and
one zan be convertsd into the other, For example, s person from s well-off
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family [sconomic capital] can afford sxpensive higher educstion, snd 55 can
scquirs cultursl or educational capitsl, Someone with infiuential relatives and
friende (somal capital) may — through access to.good advice, recommendations
‘or information — manags o get s well-paid job.

Patterns of unegusl access w social resources:are commonly ealled socal
trivqqualify. Seme socisl inequality reflectsinnate differences between indimdusis
for sxample, their varmingabilines and efforts. Someons miay be endowed with
exceptional mtelligence or talent or may have worked very hard mﬁchzzﬂethm
weaith and status, However, by and large, social inequality iz not the outcome
ofinnate or ‘gatnural’ differsnces berwesn peopile, but iz produced bythe sectety
in which theyr live. Soticlogists use the term social stral{ficalion w.refer o &
syst=m by which catsgones of people in s socisty are rank=d in a hisgarchy.
Thus hierarchy then shapes people’s identity and eXpenences: their relations
with:others; a= well a= their access to resources and apportunities. Theee key
principies help explain socwl stranfication:

1. Sveiul strallficarlin is o ehiraetedsile of soclely, wot singly a flutction of
individun] diffenices, Social strafification i a sogieiy-widé system that
unequally distributes soc:al.resiirces among catesoriss of people, 1o the
muost technologically prmitive spoieties — hunting and gathenng societss, for
instance — littls was producsd e only rudimentary social stratification could
sxist. In more technologicsily advanced sapisties wihisre nenpi: producea
siirplus over and above their basiz needs, howsver, sosial resgurces are
unequally disgabuted to various =ecial categories regardlezs of people's
innats mdividual abilites.

2, Sttful stral{fedalfon pgersisis pler gendratlons. 'Teis dlasdls linked 1o ths
fmmuty and o the inhenmance of social resources from ane generation to
ﬂ:__ﬂ=::=r A per=an’s 2ocial position 1= ascriberl. That 1= children assomes
the =zocsal positiens of thelr parents. Withmn the caste system birth dictates
sccupational opportunities. Thz ascribed aspsct of social inequality s
reinforosd by ths practice ofendogainy. That = marriass i= usually restricted
to members of the =ame caste, ruling st the potenusl for hbnm; casis
Lines through inter-caste marnage.

3. Soein! stratification s suppened by palterns of belief, or ideology.  Neo
ststem of social stratification is liksly 10 persist over gensrations unless
it iz widely viswsd as bsaing either fair or insvitable. The cacte system, for
exampls, ie jusnfisd in terms of the opposition of purity and pollution
with the Brahmins desizanated gs the most supenor and Delits as the most
inferior by wirtue of thewr birth and cceupation: Not everyone;: though,
thinks of 5 svstem of inequslity a= legitimate. Trpically, people-with the
gresiest social privileges exprass the strongsst support for systams of
stratification such s caste and race. Thope who have experienced the
expioitanion and humtliasion of being s the botrom of the hisrarchy are
mist hikely to challenze at.

72
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Often we disthuss ‘Zgcs! excluzion and distrimingiion 8z thourh they
periain to differential sconomic rezources alons. This howsver ia anly partiafly
wrus. People often fcs discriminating and exclusion bscsuse of their gender,
religion; sthninity, lansuagze, caste and disahility, Thus, women from g privileged
background may face sexus] harassment in public places. A middle class
profeesional from & minority raligicus or ethnic grotip mav find it difficult ta
=t sccommodariern in a middle class colony sven in a metrogalitan city. People
aften harbour grejudices about ather social groups, Each-ef us grows up as
= member of 8 communmnity from which we scquire ideas riot just about cur
‘commudity’, our ‘casta’ar ‘class’ our ‘gender’ but also about cthers. Often
thess idsas r=fisct prejudices,

Prejudices refer to pre-concewed opunions or ettitudes held by members
ciofie group towards anothsr, Thes word literally means "pre-judsement’, that
iz, an opinion formad in advancs of any familiarits with the subject. before
conmdering any available evidence. A prejudiced perzon’s preconceryed
views are oiften bassd on hsarsay rether than on direct emdence, and ars
redistant to changs even in tha faes of new information. ‘Prajudice may by
either positive or n2gative. Althoush the word is gensially used for negative
pre-judgements, if can also apply 10 favourabls pre-judpemsnt, Forexample,
z person may be prejudiced in favour of membees of hus/her own caste or
group and — without any evidsncs — believe them o be supsrior to mambers
of other castes or groups. '

Frejudices. ars often grounded in stereotypes, fixed and inflexible
charagrenisanons:of & group of people. Stercotypes-gre often apphsd 1o
ethriic and racial groups and to women. In a country such as Indis, which
wae colonizad for a long tims, many of these st=reotypes are partly colonial
crestions, Some commumnities wers charactenizad a= ‘martis! races’ some others
as effeminats or cowardly, vet othars 33 untrustworthy. In toth English and
Indisn fictionsl writings we ofi=n sactuntsr an sntirs group of peopls classifisd
ae lazy’or ‘cunning’. It marindeed be trus that soms individuals are sometimes
lary or cuoming, brave or cowardly. But such a general statement is:true of
individuats in svery group. Even forsuch individuals; itis net triiz 5ll the time:
~ the same individusl may ke both lery and hﬂrdm'kj.ng st different times,.
Stﬂrem.}'pfs fixwholegroups into ﬂn:gIﬁ ‘homogenous categones; rhw refuselo
recopniss the varnabion across individusal= and scress context=s or aoross time,
Thsy tr=atan entife community &= thoush it were a mingls peizon with s-smals
all-encompasaing trait or charactenstic. -

if prejudice deeceibee sttitudes and cpinions, diserimination refers 1o
actual behaviour towards another sroup or individuslh Discrimination can
be'ssen in prachces that disqushfy membera of one group from oppeortunities:
open to sthers, a2 when a per$on is refussd a job b=cause of their gender or
:é!ig’ﬁ-u. Discomination can be very hard © prove becauses it may not be apen 3
or-exphatly stated. Discrimicatory behaviour or practices may be presented
as motivated by other, mora justfiable, reasons rather than prejudice. For



Collect an—amplaﬁ af |
oehaacr from filrneor noves.

Diseuss the examples you and your
classmratas have gathered: How ara

r=fleciad in the monner.

orsjudicss

2 social group ks depictad? How do.
ws decide whether s ceitaln kind of
postiayalisprajudiced or not?
taﬂkﬂﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬂiiﬁmﬁeﬂmmm
ofprajudice that wereintentional=i= .
fhefim maker orweiter wanied tostiow
itas prejudiced-and uﬁn;aru.{nmi or,
unconscious prajlic

prejudiced
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exampie, the person who 13 refused & job
E=cau=es of his or kar caste mavybe told that ke
or =he was less qualifi=d than others, and that
ithe i selectinng was done purely on ment

Social Exclusion

Social exclusion referz to wavs 1n which
individuals may betomse cut off from full
nvolvement in the widér society. It mousz=e
sttetition on = brosd rangs of factors that
prayent ndividusls or groupe from hawiag
epportunitiss opsn to the msjority ‘ef the
population, In order to live 5 fall and active
fife, individuals must not saly be mble to feed
clothe and house themsslves, but should also

bkave sccess to elsenual soods sad secvices

Such as sducstion, hisalth, transportation,
insurance, social sacurity, bankinsand even access ithe police or judicidry.
Social swclusion s not accidental bt systematic —1¢ 3 the resulr of structursl
featuess of 3poiedy.

Indis liks most scclefies haa besn marksd by zcuts pracnices of zocis!
distrimination and sxclusion, At differeist pentods of history protsst movemestts
‘arosé sgainst caste, gender and relimous diecriminstion. Yet prajudices remain
and often, new ones emeroe, Thusg, legislation alene 15 iinshle to transforem
society or prodyceiastng sooislchange, A constantsocel campaign to changs
awarsnsss and seasinvity iz reguitred to bresle them.

You have slready read shout the impsst of coloninlism on Indian sociery.
What diecriminsting anﬂ Exclnsmr mean was L-mught home = even the most
priviiesed Indians gp the hands of the Brteh colonial stare. Such experiences
were, of courss, common to the wancus sociaally discnmmated sroups such
a5 womsn, dullls and other oppressed casies and tribss, Faced with the
humiliation of colonial ruls and simulansously sxposad to ideas of d2mocracy
and justice, many ladians ininated and parncipatsd in 2 lsres number of social
reform mgvemenis,

In thiz chapter we fotugon bourzuch groups who have suffered from'sanois
sodial insquality and sxclusion, namealy DElitE or the sz-unmuchabls cEstes;
adsrasts or communities refered to as ‘tribsl’; women and the differently ahled.
We attempt to look at each of their storisa of struszgles and achievementis in
the following sections:

74 Agart from these four groups, thers are o' mors groups included in this
category liks transgender and peapls of third gender group. Information about
these groups are gives in Bex 5.1a.
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Trans Gender —in general ‘male body' and ‘female body as sacial unit

are unchanging identily but due to 20 many ressonches in the field of AR
physiotagy. the nofion of the bodyi= now finksd with "cheics stuctwe By

usng sutgical procedures male body can be convenad info female-body of famale
bodyinto malebody. tmeans gand efindenfilies can be chosenwilingly Transgendes
8z toncept. thus, refers 1o conversions of gender status of body into oppesite gende:
by using choice of certain compukions.

Third Gendes - Third aender rafers o Hial social cateaary of persons Who are neithes
male pof femsale. In facl this eateqoly presents Ihe persans having altsmates of bath
gendsrs=mals and female. the idenfification of olr s=if as third gender & besed on
seff-undentonding: howevar in varfous stuatishs. fhis idenfifcation & mads by group,
family and seciety Now the thid gender persons get the legalrecognitien. In/India
a third gender peron can nominate themselves te contest in election: ﬂ’aﬂhmmﬂ-_
Aesambly/Local govemment) —

R

5. ZCMTEMTHFEE*—ﬁﬁIMJUSﬂFﬂNf AND 1
PERPETUATING INEQUALITY & L

THE CASTE SysTEm As A DISCRIMINATORY SYSTEM

The zaste system is & distinet Indian socis] institutinn that legifimizes and
enforces practices ufdts:nm:nmmn ag=inst psople Born into particular castes,
These practices of discrimination are humiliating, exclusionsry and =xploitative.

Hiztorically, the caste systam classified people by thewr secupation and
statis, Every caste was sefbeiated with an eccupstion: which meant that
persons born o & particuldr casts wsre dlso born into’ the occupation
azsociated with their casts - ll'l‘-—-} ‘had no choics. Morsover, and perhaps
mors impertanily, sach caste ales had 2 zpecific place in the hisrarchy of
sacial status, so thar, roughlyepealans. not only were occcupational categones
ranked by foc:al status, bot thereconid bea further ranking within each broad
sccupstionsa] catagory. In strict striptiural tarmis, =ocial and economic status
were suppozsd to be sharpli sepasated. Forexampls, the ritusily hichest caste
— the Brahmins — ware not suppased to amaes wealth and wers subordinated
to the sscular power of linge and rulers belonging to the Kehatriva castes. On
the other hand, despite havng the highest secular status and power, the ling
was suberdinnsted to the Brahimin my themtual-relisiois sphere, ICump&m this
to the ‘apartheitl’ sveism described in Box 515
Howsver, in actual Historics| practice economic and €ocisl status tended 'to
coincids. Thare was :.hus a fauh closge carrsiation betsveen 5::::31 |t.8. casts) 75
status and sconomic status — the ‘hish’ fasies were almost m-mﬂa!}tr of high
econcmic status, while the low' castes wers almost alway=z of low economic
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statis. In modern times: #nd particularly since the ninsteenth centiury, the
link betw=an canteand groupation hes becoms much les= rigid. Rinssl-relismious
probibitions on cecupational shange ars not easily imposzed today, and it is
easi=r than befors to change ene's occupation, Moreover, compared toahundred
ar &fty vears ago, the correlation betwesn caste and sconomic status is slso
weaker —rich snd poor psopie are 1o be found 1n every caste, But— and this 15
‘the ksx point —the caste-class corrslation 1s'still remarkably stable at the macrs
leval, Ae ths syvatem las become less rigid, the distinenons betwzen casfes
of brosdly similar social and economic status have weskened. Yet, between
different gocic-economic groupings, the distinctions continue to'be mamtamed,

Althpuch thinse have eprtamnly changed, they have oot chaeged much at the
maceo level —irissnll vruathar the priviteged (and high sconomic statis) gectons
of socisty t=id tb be or=rwhs lmzr:g.‘r upper’ caste whils the d.tsa.-im.tﬂged [end
low economic sisnie| ssctions are dominsi=d by the 2o called 'Is;w-:::"" castes,
Mareover, the proportion of pogulation that lives in poverty or EﬂﬂEﬂﬂE-ﬂIﬁEE
greatly across casts groups. (Ses Tahles ! and 2 In shortsven though thers
have be=n major changes brought ebost by spoial movemenis oves moere thana
‘century, and despita changsd modes of produiction == well asconcerted attempts
by theé sfate to suppress itz public ralc in ind=pendent Indis, c55te continues
to-affect the life chaness of Indians in the twenty -first century.

UntoucHABILITY

‘Untouchability’is &n extreené and particulary vitious aspect of the cast system
that preacrites stnngsnt socal sanctions agrninst members of castes located as
the bottom of the pusity-poliution-scale. Stoctly spealong, the ‘untouchable’
‘gazi#g are dutcide the caste hierarrhy = they are congifersid 1o be To Tmpurs’

Race and Caste - A Cross-Cultural Comparison
Jast Thecastain Indio, mice INSowih Afncg sirotiies socely infoa fesmarchy,

Absout ane South Afiican inseven it of European ancesty, yet South Africa’s
White-minority hald=the dominant shara of powar and wealth. Dutch traders
settied in South Aficalln the mid=seventsssith century; sadly in the ninsteanth
century, thel descend ants wers pushead inlznd by Britsh colonisation. ‘At the
beginning of the twentisth centlity, the Bitish gained contiol of what becams

the Union and then the Bepublic of South Afica
To emuih théir paltical control, the Whits Ewopean minaiity developed the

paH;:y ‘of apmhem of separation of the races An Informal practice for many

Ye; arsmapanhe#ﬁ became law In 1948 and was used to dany the Biack majority

South Afilcan citizanship, nwnarslipcrf Iand, and a formal voice In govemment,

Everyingividuolwas clamified mmm&mﬂmamga;m prohibited, As
araciaicaste Blacks haldlow-payingjobs on average, they eained only one-
fourth of what whites did In the fatter ialf of the twantieth centery, milfions of
Eacks wera forcibly refocated to Bantustans' or homelands —dit-poor districts
with noinfrastructura arindusfry a1 jobs, Allthe homalandstogathar constituted
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anly 14 pst caril of South Africa <lend, whis Blzcks ma da vp closs 10 00 per cent
of the country's populelion. The resulting starvation and suffsring wasintafise:
and widsspraad Inshorl In & land with sxtensive natural resodress including
- diamonde and precious minerals the majority of peaple lived In abjact povarty
The protperous White minority defandad Ilap-fwlegas by viswWing Blacks aszoclal
inferiors. Howaver, they akorelied ona poweriul system of miﬂar].- reqiression e
\malntain their powar Black protestais wera routinaly jalled, tortured and kiled,
Dezpite thie rsign of tenor, Slacks collectively strugaled for decades under the
I&D:imﬁh:cﬂ‘he MMWWWBMMM mﬁﬁnaﬂt.r
sycceeded in coming to powsr and forming the govemmentin 1924 Although
the Constitution of post-apartheid South Africa has banned racial discimination,
economic capital st remains concentated in Whites hands. Empawsing the
Black majonity reprasentz a continuing challange forthe new society \

“I'heve fought agalnst White domination and | have fought: agﬂbquci
domination. [ have cherished tha idsal of & democratic atid free: ssocisty in

which all pessonslive togsther in harmony and with sqiial appditunities tisan
id=al which | hope to lve far and 1o Schisve "agt ifneeds s, i:B-‘Enlde’éi for

which!am praparedto dig™
& %Mﬂmm&m Trial
= _—ar L

e

Tasie 1: PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION LIVING BELOW
THE POVERTY LINE, 2011-12

Bcheduled Tabas: 5.3 233

Schadulert Castes 3135 257
FC 5.5 B.1

CBCs 27 133
Muzlims 769 227
Hendus 23.6 123
Chosnanz- 223 =3
Sikhe 662 030
ALl GROUPS 354 13.7
Note: DBC = Other Barkwird Classss; UC = Upper Cestes 12 hat SC/ST{OBEC
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Tanie 20 PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION THAT IS
AFFLUENT, 1999-2000

Schisduled Tribies L 1.8
Scheduled Captes: LT 0.5
OECs 33 20
hMushm 26 1.5
Hirdy 8.6 32
Christian 183 170
Sikn 317 151
Others: 179 fad
ALl GROUPS 4.3 45
Nste: OB = Other Beckamrd {&maec

O —

Table 't shows the percentage of the populalion of each casie(
communify that fivas Balow the-official ‘Poverty Line® for 2011-2012.
There are separate celumns fer rural and urban India.

Table 2 leorganizad In szacily the same way sxcept that it shows

the pertenfi:ge of population living in offiuence rather than in

peverty. 'affiuence’ ks hare defined as a menthly per parsen
e)penditure of Bz.1000 for rural India and R:.2000 for urbon Indis.

This Is equivalent fo o familly of five spending Rs.5000 per month

In’ rqfa{ indla and Rs.10,000 per month in urban ndia. Flease take

0ms time 1o study the tables carefully befors you answer tha

‘guestions below.

1. What & Ihe peicentage of the Indian' popuiation that was living
belew the poverty line in (2) Rural India and (b) Urban India?

2. Wnich caste/community group nas the highest propertion of is
member living in exireme poverlyIn 2) fural and b) urban India?
Which caste/community hasthe lowest pefceniage of popuiation
Iving in poveny?
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‘3. Approximaiely how many times higher than the nallonal avefage
Is the poverty percentage for each of the lower casies (57, SC,
OBC)? k thete o significont ruraturaan difference?

4. Whichicaste/community hasthe lowsst percentage of populatien
Iivingin cfiiusncein el and Lrban indiarespeciively? How does
this compare with the national average?

5. The offivent populafion of ‘Upper’ caste Hindus & roughly how
many times larger than the percentage for the Tlower casies
(57.3C, OBC)? ' '

‘6. What do these tablies tell you about the (glative posiion of the
QBCs? Istherea sgnificant rurclureon difference?

that their mers touch seversly pollutes members of all other castes. bringing
tefrible punishmsnt for ths formar snd Torcing the lstter to parform slaborats
purificsting ritusls. In fact. notions of ‘distance pollution’ sxistsd i many
regions of India (particularly in the south| such that even the msre presence
or the shadow of an ‘untouchable” per=on iz considersd gelluting, Despite the
Limii=d liteyal meaning of the word, the Lﬂa?xtuhnﬂ.ﬁf‘s.mtcm.tbahmrf ref=rs not
just to the avoidsnce or prombiting of physical contsct but wa much broadsr
zat of social sanctions,

It iz important to emphasiss that ths three main dimsasions of
untouchability — namely, sxclusion humibssion-subsrdinstion and =xploitation
—are all squally important i defining the phenomenon, Although sther (i.e,,
touchable] low castes ars alzo subject=d to subordmation and explmiaton
ko somedegres: they do ot suffer the extreme formsof saclu=sion feserved
for ‘unfouchables.’ Dalits sxzpsriznes foems of exzlusion thiat sre unigus
and ot practiced againet sther groupe — for inetance, beins prohibited from
shanng denlong water sources or participating 1o collective religious worship,
socidl ‘ceremonies and festivals. Moredver, untouchability i= almost alwars
associated with sconomic exploifation of verious kinds, most commonly
through the imposition of forced, unpsid for under-paid| labour, er the
confiscanon of property, Finslly, untouchability 12 8 pan-lndian phenomenon.
sithough its specific forms snd intencity vary considerabily scross regions and
socio-hiztorical contests, )

The zo-called ‘untouchabizs’ have been referred to collectively by many

onames over the centasies. Whatever the specific etymaolozy of thess names,
they are sll derogataryand carry a-strongly pejorativs charge. [nfsct many of

them continus 1o be used 3= forms of sbuse =ven todsy, slthough their uss 1z
e i S vy
ihiterally children of Gedj 1o the 1930s to.counter the pejoratve charge carred _—
by cEste names,
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However, the ex-untoucrhehble commumitizs and their [Eadsrs have coinsd
another term, Dahit’, which iz now the generally accspted term for referring to
theze sroups, In Indian langusses, the term Dalit litesally means ‘downtrodden’
and conveys the s=nse of an oppresssd people. Though it was nsither coined
by Dr. Ambedkar noy frequentiy used by lum, the term cerfainly reconates with
iz pinlcsophy and the movemsant for smpowenment that-he led. It received
wide surrency durinig the caste riots in Mumbai inthe sarly 1970s. The Dalir
Panthers ‘a radics] group the: smerged in western Indiaduring that timie uszed
the térm 1o ase=rt their idénnty as part of théir struggle for rights and digrty.

State AND NON-STATE INITIATIVES ADDRESSING CASTE
AND Trige DisCRIMINATION

The lndian state has had specisl programmes for the Scheduled Tribes and
Scheduled Castes since even before Independence. The ‘Schedules'lizting the
‘Zast2s and tribss recogmised asideserning of spenial treatment becsuze of the
massive discrimination practiced agsinst them wers dimwn up in 1933 by the
British Indisa governmens. After Indepandznce, the samspolicies have hean
continusd and many nsw ones added. Among the mr:at sienificant sdditions
is the sxtension of spacial prosremmes to the Other Backward Classes (OBCs]
smces the sarly 1900s;

The miost umpsriant state Itiative sHEmphing to comperizats for past and
pressut easte distrimination is the one popularly kacwa as ‘ressrvations’. This
valves the semngaﬁﬂﬂnfm-p]aces or ‘seate’ for members of the Scheduled
Czstes and Tribes in different spheres of public hie. Thess includs rezervaton of
seats in the State and Central lesialatures (i,e., state acsemblies, Lok Sabhs and
Rajya Sabha|: reservanon:of jobs i1 government sernce across all depanments
and public’ sector companies; and reservation of seats’in educational
mstitiztions. The proportion of ressrvad =2515 12 squal to the peErcentass share
of the Scheduled Castes and Tnbss in the total population. But for the OBCs
this propartion is decded differently. The same principle is extendsd to other
developmentaliprogramemes of the covernment, some of which are exclazively
for the Schaduled Casies or Tribes, while others mve them prefersnce;

Insddinon to rezervefions. thers have been 8 number of Isws peszed to
‘end, ‘prohibit and punish caste discriminasion, specislly untouchsbility, One
of the sarlizst such laws was the Caste Disabiliies Removal Act of 1850,
whach dizallow== the curtadlment of rights =f citizens due =olsly to change of
relipion or caste, The most recent such law was the Consnuton Amendment
[Nmsry Third Amendment] Act of 2005; which becames law on 237 Janusry
2006, Coincidentsily, both the-1830 law snd the 2006 amendment relatad to
'Eduns;iuﬂ Ths= 93™ Amendment is for introducing re==rvation for the Other
Eackward Clazess in institutions of higher education, while the 1850 Act was
uzed 1o sllow entey of Dalite to government echoegls. In betyween, there have been
numerous laws: of which the imporiantonesare, of course, the Constitution of
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[ndis itself. passed ia 1950; and the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities| Act Acnvny 5.3
of 1089, Ths Constitution abelizhad untouchability

fArticle 17| and introduced the receryation provisions
mentoasd shove, The 1989 Prevention of &trocities

Act revised and strengthsnsd the legal provisidns Obtain a copy of the
punizhing actz of violence or humiliating against cﬂmﬂw“ efindia. 'I"Ilﬁ can.
Dalits and adivasis. The fact that legislation was egﬂlﬁﬁ;m rgﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁhﬁw-
pazssd repeatsdly en :b:s.suhject = proofof the fact Tr;;‘“; RARHIOR. orRam e
thiat the law slons cannot #nd 5 fomal gracties: In {wab Eﬂﬂm i‘iﬂp_"
fact, = vou will have s==n from nswzpapsrz and ths indiacods micin/) .
madis, Tases of ﬂscﬂm:.ﬂanuﬁ including strocites Find Hﬂ'ﬁiﬂﬂﬂlhﬂ a "
BESinst Dzlits and adivasiz, continue to take nlace !ﬂﬁﬂﬂf&{lﬁﬂﬂ ﬂ'lﬂl dg;f:
51l cver India today. the Sehizduled Ca

Siate aphon alonte cannot ensurs social changes, ﬂih&' ﬂﬁ ch I'&ﬂ"
in amy case, no social group howsesver waak or 5:;' h:"inﬁ iﬂ ma:ﬁ:ﬁﬁ
oppressed s only 2 victim. Human bamgs ars slweys et Ilﬁiﬁ : hu! and put
capsble of orgamsing and achng on thewr own — aften " :;E.!F h Toik class.

against very heavy odds—td struggle for justice and . ey
dignity. Dalits teo have besn increasingly active on o,
the palitical, agitational, and cultural frants, Fromthe |
pre-independence strugsles and movement=launched | | _1_' , " "
by people k= Jvonuba Phule, Ivotheedss; Penyar,
Ambedkar and others |See Chaptsr 3] to contemporarn”
political organisanons like the Bahtjan Samaj Farty in Utiar Pradesh or the
Dalit Sangharsh Samiti of Karnataka Dalit political sseertion has come = lans
way. Dalits have also made: significant contnbutons 1o kisraturs in several
[udiaﬂ languages, specially Maratii, Kanrada Tamil, Talugy and Hindi. (Ses
5.4 which features & short poam by the wall known Marath: Dalit poet,
:_m_ya Pawar.)

Tue Oruer Backwarp Crasses

Untouchability was the most vizsible and comprehenzive form of =ocis!
dizcnminaticn. Howsver, thers were a large group of castes that were of low
statits and were alss =ubjscesd to varying levale of discrimination short of
nntsuchability. Thess wers the szervice and artizanal csstes who ocoupied
the lower rungs of the caste hisrarchy. Ths Constmuiion of Indis recognises
the possibility that thers may be groups other than the Scheduled Tribes and’
Scheduled Castes who suffer from social disadvantasss. Thess groups = which

nesd not be based on cast= aloné, but generally are identified by caste — were

el ool ek oo ek i oy (oSBT A |
consttutions! basis of the popular term ‘Other Backward Classes’ [DBCs), _—
which 1=°in common 1igE todEy,
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- Likes the catsgory of the ‘tribs izee
laadicoih LT Chapter 3|, the OBCs are definsd
by Days Fawer negatively, by what they are not. They

are nsither part of the forward cantss

One dayzomseons digs up 2 twentisth century cily  az the upper end of the status spectrum.

-and endson this absancation: aor of the Dalits st ths lowse ead. But
Here's aninteresting Inscription’ sincs caste has entersd Ell the maor
“This waler tap isopen 10 all castes and religions . Iﬂﬂ-&n relizions ami :s not :nnfgueﬁ o
What coutd it have meant Hipduiem alone, there aréalso members
That this soclety was divided? af other relisions who belons 1o the

That some wera high while others wara low?
Well. all igh, then this city deserved burying—
Why did they call It the:mackine age?
Saems ike the Stone Age in the twentisth cantury

bacioward c=sies and zhsre the zsme
rraditione! occupational wdentification
and similar of worse sSociGeConomis
siatus.

For thes< reasons, the OBCs ars

& much mors diverss group than the
Dislits or adivasis. Thefrst povernmeat
of mdspendenr India under Jawsharlal Nehru appeinted & commission to
lock intd measurss for the weliare i the OBCs. The First Backsward Classss
Commission headed by Kaks Kalslkar submitred ite feport in 1933, But the
political climste st the time lad to the report béing sidelined. From the mid-
Bfties. the OBC issue became 5 regional affair pursied at the state rather than
the centesa! level.

The southsrn siates hiad a long hisrery of backwsrd caste polinesl agitation
tiat had startsd in the sarly twentieth century. Because of thess powsrful socisl
movements, policies to addrass this problems of the O5Cs were in piace long
befers they WEIE dm:u:aed in moet northarn siatas, The OBC 1szue returnad
to the central lev=l o _hf.riats- 1870s after the Emerpency when the Janats
Party came to power, The Second Backwsrd Class2s Commismion headed by
B.P. Mandal was appomtet st this ims. However, it wasonly in 1980, when the
csritral government decided to implement the ten-year old Mandsal Commission
report, that the OBC issue became a miajor ons in natiansl politics,

Since the 1990 we have s2an the resursénce of lower cast= movements in
north lndia, among both the OBCs and Dalits. The politicisation of the QBCs
allgws them toconvert their larse oumbers—recent surveys show that they sre
abent 41% of the natonal populstion ~ into politicat influence, Thiz was not
possible ar thes gations] |=vs] before, Az shown by the sidehnias af the Kalellkas
Commission report, snd the neglect of the Mands! Commission report.

The largs disparines betwesn the upper OBCs (who ar= largelrlanded cast=z
and enjoy dominance in rural society m many regions of India) and the lower
OBCs |who ars very poor and disadvaniazed, and ars ofien not very differ=at
from Dalits i socio-esonomic terme| meake thiz a difficult political ‘catezory to
work with. Héwevgr, the OBCs are severely undsr-represcnted inall spheres
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exespt landholdimg anid political represendiation [they heve a large number of
MLA= and MPg|, Although the upper OBCs aré dominant in ths rural ssttor,
th= situation of urban OBCs 1= much worss being much closer to that of the
Schedulsd Cast=s and Trnibes than to the uppsr castss.

ADIVASI STRUGGLES

Like the Schedulsd Castes, the Scheduled Tmbes are also sousal sroups
thas are duly recognizsed by the Ceanstitution of India. The juno or tribes wers
bélieved w be 'pacple of the forest’ whose distinctive habitat m the hill and
forest areaz shaped their economic, Sowial and politics! stiributes. However,
scological isglstion was nowhsre sbzoiuts. Tribal groups haves had long and closs
assamation with Hindu socieiy and culture, meking the boundanes betwsen
tntbe’ and ‘caste’ quute porous. (Recall the discussion of the concept of trebs
in Chapter 3).

In the case of adivasis, the movement of populations from ofie area to
anocther furiher complicat=s the picture., Today, barring the Nogh-Esstern
states. there are no areas of the country that ars inhatitad exclusively by ifibal
people; thers are only aress of tnbal concenilmdion. Stoce the middle of the
ninstsenth century, non~trivals have moved into the tribal districts.of central
India. while tribsl peopls from ths Sams districts Have migrated to plantations,
minez, factoriss and other placez of smployment. '

In the sr=as whers tribal pﬂg:ru]mmﬁ are concentrated, their economic
and social r.'ﬂﬂdmnnauremuaﬂvmmh worze than those of non-teihale. The
inmpovenshed sand exploed carcumstances umder which adbrasiz ive cen be
traced histonicelly tothe pattern of accelerated resource extrachon started by the
colonisl British government and contnied by the government of indspendant
India. From the latz nincigenth century .mwmds, the colonial govérmment
reserved moet forest tracts for ite oWn use, severmsg the nghtes that adwass
had long exercized to use the forestfor gathenng produce and for shifting
caltivation. Forssts were now to Be protsctad for maximising imber production.
With this pulicy, the matnetsy u[mwhﬁﬂhﬂndi was tiken sway from sdivass,
cendering their lives poorer and moré insecurs, Deniad socess to forssts and
land for cultivation. adivasis were forced to either use the forests illegslly |and
be harazzed and presscuted as ‘encroachers! and theeves| or mugrats 1o search
of wags labour.

After thie Indspendence of Indis 1n 1947 the government's monopoly ovsr
forsats continued. The policy of capiml-intensive industrislisation adopted by the
Indisn government required rmners! resources and power-gensration capacitiss
which ware concentrated in Adivas: greas. Adivasilands wers rmapedly acquered
for new minmng and dam projects. In the process, milhons of adivasis wers
dizplaced without any appropriats compansation or rehabilitation. Justified
in the nams of nationdl development’ and ‘sconomic growth', these polics:
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were also & form of internal colomalism, subjugating adivasm and slietisting
the resources upon which they dspeaded. Projscts such &s th= Sardar Sarovar
dam en the river Narmads m Western India and the Polavaram dam on the river
Godavari in Andhr= Pradesh displared huadr=ds of thousande of adivasis from
thewr onginal habitats: These processes contimue 1o prevat! and have become
even more powsrful since the 1900z when economic liberalisaticn policies wers.
officislly adepted by the Indian goverament. Itis now easier for corporats frms:
to sequirs largeareas of iand by dispiacing adwasiz.

Like the t=rm Dalit, the term Adivasi connot==s polincal awarensss and
the sessrtion of rights, Literslly meaning ‘original inhabnants’, the term
was coined in the $930s as part of the strugple against the mtrusion by the
colomia! government and outside ssttlersand monsyienders. Baing Adreas: is
fbout shared expefiences of the Ioss of forests, the slienation of land, repeatsd
displacements since Indspendence in the namsof ‘dav=lopm=nt project=" and
much more.
many tribal groups have besn waging struggles scamstoutsiders (called 'dileus’)
and the ztate, In post-Independence Indis, the most significant achisvements:
of Adivast movementa includs the attsinment of statehocd for Jherkhand
and Chsitizgarh, whicth were originalli part of Bihar and Madhya Pradesh
respectivaly. In thie respect adivasic and thetr mmggin ars ﬂ!ﬁﬂrﬂﬂlﬁ'ﬂm the
Dalit struggle because, unlike Dalite, adivasis wers concantrated in contiguous
ar=gz and conld demand =tates of their owrn

s e n e ae g o = - g W —
5.3 Sructe for Wone's Equauy ano Ricers [l
Because of the obvious= bm]ﬂguﬂ and physical differences betw=en men
and women, geader insguality 1= often treated 33 natural. Howsver, despite
aeppearances, scholars have shown that the inegualines bstween men snd
women are social rather than nataral, For sxampie, there are no bological
reasons that can sxplain why =0 few women ars found ia positions of public
POWET. Nor can naturs +prain why womesn ssnerslly recsive s amaller or na
chare iny famuly E.r_upi:ri_:g in masel soci=tize,  But the stromgeel arpumant somes
from the saciestiez that were different from the ‘normal’ or commeon pattern,
if women were biplogically unfit to be mbentors aad heads of famibes, how
did mastrilitieal sccienes (g8 the Nairs of Kerals used to be. and as the Khas:s
of Méghalaya=tll aré| work for centuries? How haves womsa managsd to be
successful farmers and traders in so many African sosistiss? Thsree is, in
short, nothing biological about the inegualitizs that mark the ralations batween
women and men, Gender 1= thus also a form of social mequality and exclusion
liks caste and clazs, but with s own specific features; In this sscuon we wall _
look athow gerder inequality cameto be Pﬁ:gmsﬁd exyreniishty o the Indian
=

contsst, and the kinds of résponsss that this recognition produced.
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The women's guestion arose in modera India &g part of the ninsteenth
cenmiry mididls clazs snﬂaireiﬁfm movements. Ths namrs of thess mov=ments
varisd fram region to region, They are oft=n t=rmed as middis claes reform
movement: becanse many of T_hEEE reformers were from ths newly emerging
western educated Indian ouddle class, They wers often at oncs inapirad by
the democratic ideats of the modern west aad by & desp pride m their ottm
democratic traditions of the past. Manv used both these resources o fght for
women's righits. We can only sive illustrstive examplas hers. We draw from
the anti-sati campaien led by Rajs Rammohun Rov in Bengsl, ths widow
remarriage movement in the Bombsy Presidency where Ranade was one of
the leadingz reformers. from JyotibaFhuale = smmulianesus atisck on =aste and
gender oppression. and from the socsl relorm movement in [slam led by Sir

ved Ahmed Khan,

Rajs Rammehun Hoy's stizimpts i reform socisty. religioh and the'status
of womss can Ge taken ss the sisrung point of ninstsenth Seatury social
reform in Bengal. A decade before sstablishing the Beahmo Samajin 1838 Roy
undericok the campaizn asasinst '=ati’ which was the first women's sssus o
recetve publicattention. Rammohun Rev's ideas represented & cunous mixtirs
of We=icrn rationabiry and gn as=ssrion of Indisn traditionslite. Both trend< can
he locatzd in the cverarching cent=xt of a reepanse to colenialiem, Rammehun
thus artackesd the practice of still on the bazizof both appeale o humsnitanan
and natural rghte dotirmes aswell as Hindu shastras.

The deplorabls end unjust weamment of the Hindu
F-Yo A= 8 uppsr cocie widows was'a major issue tskenup by ths
eaHal reformers, Banade ussd the writings of Scholsis

pravi

such ac Bishop Joseph Butlar whosé Analogy of Religion

“:jf ﬂ;ﬂ'. E'b'ﬂ‘lﬂ- !;I :L.I and Three Sermons on Human Naiure dominated ths
s "}{Q‘:‘m‘“m‘}“’cmﬂ" motal philssophy syllabus of Bombay University in the
formation-about-her 1560s. At the same nme, M.G. Eanade swritngsentitled
him the The Tends af the IMinedo Lawy oo thee Lete fulness af the
hﬂdﬂ‘ﬂ autobiogra Remlarriage of Widiwes snd Viddie Authorilies for Widow
biography of a n@ Murrtage elaboratad the shasinc sanction for remarriags
reformer. e - widows,

(:EH.'I ]l'ﬂl -;:;ﬁ ﬂﬂ]"ﬂf Whils Banade and Rammohun Roy belonged to ons
;l'lﬂiﬂ: = ﬂpmu_gl“ kind of ninsteenth century upper caste and mddle
ﬂre:ﬂ.ﬁ[n ,'lﬂl:l_fi, 'II'I clgss=cas! reformers, Jottba Phule camefrom s socmally
El'" ‘ %o mtii'tuﬁgn:; excludsd caste snd hiz sttack was directed agsinst

both caste and gender discrimination. He founded the
Sstvashodak Sama;j with itz primary emiphasis on “trsth
seskins’, Phule's first pracuical zocial reform efforts wers
1oad thetwo groups considered lowsstn traditional Brahmin calture: women
and untcuchkabdlss. {See Chapter 3|

A= in the cass of other reformers, & similar trend of drawing upon: both
modern wast=rn idess as well a5 the sacred =xix characiarisad Sir Syed Abmed
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Khan's efforta to reform Mushm society. He wanted girls
to be educat=d but within the precincts of their homes, Actvity 5.5

ke Davanand Saraswan of the Arva Samas, he stood for
women s.educaton but sought for & cumcuhim thatmehaded . = =
imatrastion. in sligious prndislos the. arts > Maks 2ol
instruction in rehgious praciples, traimng 1o the arees of KN e
houssiespmyg and handicralts and rsanng of chukdren, This Flﬂfﬂuﬂﬁfﬂﬂmﬁh
MEY appear very Stersotypical todsy, One hss to However *ﬁm.ﬂ'ﬂ.ﬂﬂ-iﬂﬁqﬁﬂlﬂr

radliss that once rights such aa ‘sducaton for women wers > gdny itk of
a;.ﬁ-p‘taﬂ it started a ‘P:ﬁﬂﬁgﬁ'ﬂlﬂl.ﬁﬂﬂﬂ? mards 1t impossible = an !I'ﬂ“
o canfine wemen 1o only some kinds of educanon ﬂl‘l? ﬁdﬂtﬂﬂﬁl‘lﬂl

it 1z often pzsumed that=ocial reform for women's night= IIE hmd fﬁﬁi&'?
was ennrsly fought for by male reformers and thar wdeas Peihap!m -
of women's sguality sre slien imports. To learn how wrong discussion Bﬂ.‘i‘lt’l’lﬂn
both thess szsumgptions sre, read the following sxtracts from in tha Indian armed

two books writtsn: by woms#i Siree Pritrush Tukana written: . ”‘%‘;I:.tmw
in 1882 and Sullana's [recn written m 1503, ame Lon Lhis

| ™

Siree Purush Tulana (er Cempanizen of Men and Woemen)
was written by & Maharashrnan housewds, Tarabat Shinde,
as & protest against the double standards of a male dominatsd society. A young
Brahmin widow had besn z=ntenced to df:iﬂh by the courts for knlling her
aswborn baty because 1tmﬂi5@uﬂ1ﬂ¢ bt 1o effort had been made to identifr
or punish the man who had fathered the baby. Stree Purush Tulanag created
guite B:stir when it was publiched.  Begam Rolkeya Sskhawat Hossain was:
born in a well-to-do' Bengali Mushim family, and was lucky to have a husband
who was very libesal in outlook sad encoursged her educstion Brst in Usdis
and later in Bengali and Englich, Shewas slresdy -a succaesful suthor in Urdu

From Stree Purush mlann 1332 v m

_Who are thes= women you give w:lrnamas 10? Whoze womb did you take

yaur bith in? \Who cariad the Kiing burden of you for nine manths? Whe was the saint:
wha made you the fight in hﬂf eye. . How would you fesl f sameone =ald about your
mother, “That oid chap’smothar, you Know. she's a gateway tohall', Oryoursister. “Thal
sg-3nd s5-3° skter, she's 3 real storehousa of dacait’ . Would you just sit and listen to
thalr bad words?

Then you gat blesad with a hit of education and promoted to sama impamtant naw.
(cfficeond you start teafing cshamed of your fist wite. Monay womks its infisenca on
you and you begin to say to yoursalf. what dees a wife matter aftar ai? Don't we Just
give tham a faw rupees a month and kesp them at home like any othagservant, to do
the cooking end look aftertha house? You begin to think of heriike some famale slava
you've paid for_.ifone of yourherses died it wouldn tteke long to replacait and there's.
no great labour neadad to get anather wite sithar. The problem js Yama hasa't
got fime fo camy off wives fast anough. oryeu'd probably get through several _
different onez in ona dayl —_—
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From Sultana’s Dream (1906)
~"Whatisthe matter. dear?" zhs said aﬁn:'lmnaialr

*1feelsomewhat Bwkward, " 1=ald, Ina'ratherapologking tone, “asbeing a purdahnishin,
woman | am not dcclistamed to walking about Unvefied”

“You need not be afrald of coming aeross 2 man hers This s Ladyland, fres from sip
and harm  * -
.| bacame yary curiaus to know where the men were. | met mare than a hundred|
women whis walking there, butnot a sitigle man,

“Whese are the men?’ | askad her '

“In thalr praper placas, wl‘lﬂi-'ﬂ they oughtta be °

‘F'r-w letme know whal you maan by 'their proper places ™

“Oh. lsea my mistaka. _-.rau cannot know our customs, as yau Wwasms neverhem'bafm
Weshut our menindoors®

“Just 33 wa are keptin the zenana?”

“Exgctlyso” '

“How funny " | bustinto s laugh SisterSars laughed loo.

. —Sn

> ﬁhd;:.uui- the rames

E . B S

and Bangah when ‘she wrot2 Sullonea s Drean to tsst har
abilitizs in English. This remarkeable short story 1= probably
ths earlisst example of science fiction writing in Indis, snd
among the first by a woman auther enywhers in the world.

Ef&t:::!' mﬁﬂ‘: In her:dream Bultams wmsite a magics]l country whsre the
; :;E:'E; hﬁﬂﬁﬁt ﬂ'l“ﬂf gender rolea sre feversed. Men ars confinsd to ths homs
I'ﬁlﬁﬂﬂ!i Iﬂ‘adei Il'l'ﬂ | — and observs pu:dﬂh whils syomen are buzy srieafistz vying
in rm’ Faﬂ ﬂﬂhﬂ 1 . wtth =ach other at inventing devices that will contral the
cﬂunﬂy clouds and regulate rain, and machines that fiy or ‘air-caral
~ Find out about s 3“1' Apest from the sarls feminist visions thers wars & larzs
:';“"“:;’h“ WISPAM | L imber of woman's organisstins that aross both at the
”": Jfﬁﬁf & all India and local jevels in the sady twentieth century.
I'l.ﬂﬂﬂl'l or ﬂ'llﬂ! ﬂnllﬁ"' _And then began the participaton of women i the natons!
many strands ofthe ' movemsntitsslf. Not surprisingly women's rights wers part
fresdem movament and parcsl of the nstionaliet wision,
Idenfify 3 pavel s fn 123! the Earachi Session of the Indian Natianal
!hm ﬂmf'?m!n Congress issued & declaration on the Fundamentsi Rishts of
: 5‘;&1' dthe s;ug o Citizesiship in India whecsby it committed itself to women's
of women agalmt sguality. The declsration reads as follows:
mwﬂ_m“- L. AY cirigens are squa! before the law, arrespective of

relsgion, casts, oreed or sex.

No disability sttaches to any sitizen, by reason of s or her religion, caste,
cresd or sex, 1o regard w public employment, office of power or honour;

and in the-exerciss of anv tradeor calling,
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3. Thefranchiss shall be on the Basis ol unverssl adult

4. Woman chsll have the sight to vole, 1o reprezent
and the right to hold public offices, {Report of the
Sub-Committes, Woman's Rols 1n Flanned Economy,
1047 37328

Diddu?m.r classinto groups.
Each group cen chose &

topic relating to wamen's

right= an which they
must callect Information
from nampaﬁmﬁ tadio,
Ia{wiﬂnn news ol pﬂim
soLFce mwm

Two decadss after Indspendence, womsns issuss
re-emerged 1 the 15702 In the atneteenth ceanary
rzform - movements, the emphasms had boen oy the
backward aspects of tradition liles sati, child maeriags, or
theill treatment of widows, In the 19703, the emphasis
was en ‘modem’ issuss — the representaton of women
in: populer media, and the geadered conssquencss of
unegual development. The law was & malor sita for
reform 16 the 1080= and afisr, specidlhe when it was
discoversd that many laws of concessi to women had

not besn changsd since the 197 century. As:we snter i, 'iﬁﬂ'lﬂfﬂ:ﬂf—
the twent=first cenhiry, new si=s of gender wjushes t. o H:'ﬁ' SEPICYHIOR
ars-emerzinsg. You will recall the discu=zzion of ths -\Iiw 1::;1?'&:;?;3
dechining s=x ratic in Chapter 2. The sharp fall in the chpesa tlis onigs which
child sex ratio and the imphisit sacial bias assinst the 'F interestyou,

girl child represents ons of the new challesses of gender

5.4 THE STRUGGLES OF THE Disasien [

The differently abled are nor ‘disabled” onlv:because they ars physscally or
mentally impaired’ but also becauss socisty 15 blt in & manner that does
not cater to their needs. In contraset to the strugsles over Dalit, adivas: or
women's rights. the nghts of the disabled have been recognised only very
racently. Yerimrall historscal periods, in:all societses thers bave been people
who &re dizablsd. One of the leading sotivists and scholars of disability in
the Indian context. Arits Gha: argues that this invisibility of the disabled
zen be compared 1o the Invisilile Man of F=lph Ellizon. Eflizon’s novel of
that name 13:5 famous indictment of raciem asamst African Americans 1o
the USA.

T am bwisible, widersiond, sinuly Decotise poeople o fiese o sese el Lifee (e
Bixdiless hexentls ypon see sotmeslines i the cirous sitlesfouss, § bs o8 thowgh |
heawe been surmonuneed by mirrors of hard distortfig gloss, When Uew approcaclt
rra they see only my surmundigs, themseloes, figments of e moginntion,
Inddevdd everyliting ol amyihing except me (Ellison, 1852:3),
Theyvery termy dizablsd s sipmificant because it draws artention to the facr
that publicpsrception of the ‘dizabled’ nesda to be gusstionsd.




# Find out haw diffarent

‘traditional or mythical
ﬂlﬂﬁiﬁl dﬂpi-l:i the
dizabled Yaucan
draw from any of the:
innumarable rzgional
‘sources of folklora.
mythology, and
traditions] storyteling
In‘India, of from &ny
‘ather partofthe
warld,

Make a Bl of
ﬂmﬁemﬁmnﬂ-
stve achievements
‘of the diabledin
cifferant fields fice.

B music, art slc
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Hers are zome common fegtures central to ths pudlic
perception of diability™all over the world —
» Disability i= understood as & biclogical given,
» Whensver a disabled perzon iz confrontsd with probisme.

1t 3= eken for granted that the problems engmnate from
hes fhss snpatrmient

Tha fdizabled percon iz'Zssn €8 5 vichim,

Disability iz suppossd 1o ba linked with tha digsbled
individusl's zeif perception.

*» The very udea of diesbility suggests that they arein nead
of halp,

In Indis labels such as ‘digability’, handicap’, ‘crippled”.
thnd' and ‘deal are used symoaymousily. Oftenvthess tarms

ars hurled st pecple as insults, In s culture thst looks up to

bodily ‘parfection’, all d=natione from the ‘perfect body' signify
abnarmality, defactand d.hr!ﬂn!an Lstsls such as bechart ipoor
thing| accentnate the victim ststue for the disabled psrsan

The roots of such aittides hein the cultural conception that

“news an impeirsd body as & result of fare: Desuny 1s-s=sn

&s the culprit. and dissbled psople ars the victims, Ths common perception
viewe dissbility s= rEtribution for past Reerpried I&s:nmsﬂi from which there can
be no reprieve. The dominant cultural conetruction in India therefors looks at

dizgbility as Bﬁﬁnmﬂy s charactenstic of the indmndusl.
The pepuler images 1o mythology poriray the disabled
in an extremsl negative fachion,

mm;&mﬁ'ﬁﬁhﬂ' [‘Q‘bgﬂ' The vary term ‘disabled” challeniges sach of these
if you. ha-ug not, d'ﬂ iy anﬂ " ét'!._&u_'mp_tiuhs. Terme such a:z ‘meatally challenged’,
mlt.lls an exempla;gﬂq’y wizusily impaired’ and ‘physically impeirsd’ sams to

ofthe giit and determ
of a young boy who ¢
hear and -pa_al-r

teplace the moprs trite negatve terme stich as retarded”,
crippled or lsme’. The dicabled sre rendered disabled

h:ﬂ not because they are bioiegically disabled but because

a passion for cckel. 8nd ssciery renders them =o.

ﬁnﬂmranwh
filrm bongs:

The
iafcl's Wer atre eliseibilved by bedledings Uit dires nol desitgrie o acis

struggiss bu :ﬂm ma many = = wwacd Al i dnarrt Lenals (o 2n rangre of further disablements

passibla cancrate meatings

rexparelingg our celvasiibory, onr chictaoes of gaindng eomplos e,

ﬂf ﬁ'.!EI FTII'E#E 'ﬂﬁﬂ-l‘ﬂﬂﬂf our ot Hoes gl S0 el Tiee cdlisoldeniemyl Hess frz e

| | abled’

cerisirtietion of sociely, nol fn e plygsicad oonedlbion of the
friedfidedisal (Briserieken 1986 - ] 7).
The zocial comstruction of disabihty has yet

another dimension. Thera 1= & close selationship: betwesn disabibty and
poverty. Maloutrition, mothers weaiened by frequent childbirth insdequats

immurEsEiion programmes sccidents in overcrowded Bomes, all cortribnats to
an incidencs of disability among poor peopls that 1= hiphear than smong peopls
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living in sagigr circumstances, Furthermors, disability crestssand exacsrbatss
poverty by increasing isolation and sconomic strain, not just for the indivadusl
but for the family; there 15 litds doubt that dissbiad psopls are among the

poorest in poor Tountrise,

Approach adopted for the disabled in Census 2011

Infermration on dizability was colecled during the Fop ulation Enumeration phasa

‘of Cersws 2011 through ‘Hiusshold Scheduia'.

Questions on diability wete asked about 3l petsonsin the household.
‘Enbmerators were instricted to contact the disabled pamson in the houssholds, besides
the respandent. to collzct information:

All types sf household, (2 ‘National' ‘Insttutional and ‘Household', were cwaed
mmmwmwmm ware fingized afier fiald ing) of salected ¢
inclding dicabiiity In selected ares. sutensve deliberation was hald with HﬂEi’s'
arganisations and nodal ministry, pre-test of all cansus questions r.w@rlhg jurat/utban
‘sample In.all States was conducted

Aspacis considened in inoming gustion: simple nomenciature of ha fypes/ cotegoies
af disability for essy comprahansion by bolh snumesator and tgﬁpnndam, relevance of
éata fof the planners and pojicy-makers, f2asbilty of canvassing the question to cover
gl fypas of dkabfities o3 fisted in the Ferons With Cuoblifies s Ak | 1$95, and the Notional
Trust Act, '!.ﬁﬂ ’

A filfer question fo meammdﬁaﬁﬁyﬂﬁ?.um in:lud&d

ngu;mnwda te collact information on mmﬁmefmm against fivam
The placement of the questichon disabilityin the:c q,n;u; Schedule was chanaed and the
quastion was brought forwerd:

Special effork were made 1o improve the mmraga which included extsnsiva training to
the snumarators andlpuhiarrr measures

Significantly. efforts to redeses the situation have come from the disabled
emssives, Th&gm?:ﬂ:ment has had o respond s= the-nonficstads o Box 5.8

shows.:

It 1= only recently wath the sfforts of the disabled themselves thst spme
awsreness 1= buldins 1o the =scistv on the need to rethink ‘dizghry’. Thissg

tthastrated by the newspaper report an the next paze.

Recognition of disability is abeent from the wider educations] discourse.
Thisis evident from the historical practices within the educational system that
continue 10 marginalise the issue of disability by maintaining two separats

stresms— one for dizabled students and ons for everyone elss,

In this chapter w2 have looksd at caste, tribe, gender and . disability
&= institutions that generate and perpetuaie inequalities and exchision.
However, they alsa pravelee atrupgples-asainat these insgualities. Historieslly,
ths understanding of insguality i the social sciences hae been domnsted
by notions of class, race and more recently, gender, It iz only lster that the
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“Disabled-unfriendly’ Courts Box 5.6
Desciibing the non-consideration of handicapped peronsfor Judge posteas
an “exclusve” poficy ofthe higher judiciary, asaniorjurizt says by confinuing

to ignare the handf;&ppeﬁ the judiciary is viofating a:statutory mandate: “The High
Court building tsslf is far from diablad-fandly ~ Al sntrances to the actual cour
somplex are preceded by staircases and none of them has aramp. Even to access
tha limited alevetor faciity, ons has to climb zeveral staps
The condition of the City Civil Court. whera many handicapped urlﬁjmad pemons
coma to depesz befors courts hearing sccident claims cases ks worss. One can
ses disablsd) Injured or old people being camiad Up the staks by thei companions
says an advocale D ' - '
The Hindu Wedneadai 2 Atigust 2006 .

X =

complexitizs of other :at&gam hka cast=and tnb= have received atiention. In

the Indian context, caste, tribé and gender ars now gettmg the attention thay

deserve, But there remain categories that sre sull in need of attention such

as: thoss who are marginabised by religion or by & combinaton of categories.

More complex formations lilke groups defined/by rebpion snd caste, gendsr

and religion, or caste and region are liely to clmm gur stisntion in ths near

future, as shown, for =zample; by the Sachar Commities Reporton the Mushm

in o colntry wiese holf e chiiGrenhm ihe ggewﬁia 14 gregut of sehoal
low canthare bespacafor children with tﬁsaﬂﬂﬁ, sxpeclaly 2 segregated
schooling & being advacated for them? Eveq i the legiiation optimistically
trles to make education avalable o every disabled child, parentsin 3 vilage do not
see this 3 instrumentalin. achieving any aumnﬁm# for their disabled child. What they
would prefer s pethaps a better way ﬂf&lchﬂg watss from the well and Improved
agicultural fa cilities Sirriiarlr, pfmﬂh anwhanﬂume:pacl =ducation to ba relatad
ta'a world of work that wouid aphance their child's basic qualty of fife

Source' Anita Giad “Disaiifity in the dndion Context’, 200333

“-."‘- : Acuviry 5.10
h

Rezd the quuta ‘shove and discuss the different ways in which the
B problems of the disabled are socially constituted

Box 5.7
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1. How iz socialinaquality different from the ineguaity of individuals?

i

What are soma of fne-features of socil sirafificafion?
3 How would you distinguish prejudice from othet kinds af opinian of hellef
What is zocial exclusion?

What is the relaticrahip batwean cosfe and economicinequally feday?

= N A

Whet s untouchabiflity?

-]

Describe some of the policis: d2signed 1o addrze caste insquality.

8 How arethe Other Bachward Castes differant from the Dalts {ar Schaduled
Castag)”

8  Whai are the major ssuss of concem lo adivasis loday?

10 What are the major lseues takan. 4p by the womep's mwhmenl avar it
histary?

11 inwhatsensa canone say ﬂ'ﬂl diza bifity is a;g mu:“h asocial as a physical
thirg®

REFERENCES ey

Sourdien, Fiarre 1986 The Forms of Capim’, wr Rchardson. John G, ed.
fﬂmﬁmtq}’m arnd Researcirmthe Soemlogy of Bduration: Gresnwood:
Press. Mew York:

ﬂr_needr:ﬂ,s.tm:: lmanﬂ@ﬁnhﬂanmgﬂﬂﬂﬁ]ﬂﬁthIHﬂdﬂlnf
nm.mmmmmm Vi, 52, ppr 17378,

Eﬂ#hpﬂﬂﬂhf'ﬂ?l:ﬂh 2003 Wma mmnhyw!fw Penguiin
Rooks. Hewnelh

Eilisen, R 1952, Miisibie Man Modem Labrary, Hew ¥ork

Fernandas, Walt:r 1291, Fower and Powetlessness: Devlepment Projicts and
Displacsmeat of Tribale', in Socal Action. 91:243-270,

Fuller. t,'L.I &d 1596 Caste Today. Oxford University Presz. New Delhi

| Ghbi Anita 2002 ‘Giability in The Indinn Cont=xt" in Corker. Marinn. ad

Shalkenpeare; Tom. el Disabiling Fostnioderminy. Emﬂadymn{kmﬂh,y ThEoT
Centinuum . Londen, pp. 88-100.




Pattems of Social Inequality and Exclusion

Ghsl, Anita. 2002, Marginakisation-and Disability- experiences from the third
wareld', mp Priestiy. 31 ed. Dusabifry and the Life Course: Giobal Ferspectipes.
Cambriige Unnemty Press. Cambruize.

Gaddens, Anthony. 2001, Seaslogy, 4* edition, Polity Press Cambridse
Jefiery, Craje, Jeffery, Roger. and Jeffery, Patricia. 2005 Broken Trasctoriss:
Dalit Young Msn and Forma! Education’. = Choprs, Radhiks gnd Jeffery,

Patricia. ad Educational Regymes m Contemporary India Sage Publicationz New
Dzt

K=ma GH MLWMmMIMnmmm
Fublishins Houss, New Dethi,

Maconls, John J, 1991 Socolngy. Prentice-Hall, Englewoed Chifs. New Jersey.
Mandsr Farsh 2001, Gnkiesrd Voioss Stories of Farpatten Lives. Fanguin India
N=w Delbi.

Pailagariva Arvind and Mors, Vialisl ‘2013, Poi=ets by Social, Rsligiolis and
Economie Groups in Indis and ita'Largssr Steien: 1595352 to 2011-13, ,
Working Paper nb. 2013~02, Programme on md.anEcunmnm Paliczd. Caltrmbin

Ul!l'l.“l'.!!:tjl’

Shah, Ghansiyam: Jander, Harsh. Thorar. Sukbadec Hg.ﬁhpmt!a Euhﬂt. mad
Bamshkar, Amita 2006 Utnuchabidity o Rurad ndia, Enpﬁﬁﬂmm.ﬁﬂn&h:

Sharma, Ursuls 1955 ﬁmmﬂmﬂﬂmﬂﬂmmmw Elptu
Unperesty Press. Em:hnghamn&d?hdmh!phm.

Srimvas, M1, ed 1596 Caste I's Modermn Avatar, vmegmmm

Zaidi. A M. and Zaidi, 5,0 1984 'A fight to'Finish’, in Ahual Peport of the
indian Natonal Congress 193&1945 Wl 11,1936-1938, snd 12, 1935-1945




Indian Sogiety

Notes

-
¥
i
.
= "
- T
o ~ w
-l-
- -
™~ *
')
L] r
o L .
Y
rF
L r -
¥
id- 1 F B il
r )




